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Outline of Presentation

▪ Context of Smart and Sustainable Urbanisation in 

ASEAN

▪ Developments in the ASEAN Sustainable 

Urbanisation Strategy

▪ Developments in the ASEAN Smart Cities Network

▪ Concluding Thoughts
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Member State Urbanisation rate

Singapore 100%

Brunei Darussalam 78.2%

Malaysia 77.2%

Indonesia 59.8%

Thailand 51.4%

Philippines 47.4%

Viet Nam 37.3%

Lao PDR 36.3%

Myanmar 33.1%

Cambodia 22.4%

will become urban dwellers in ASEAN cities 

by 2030 (335 to 405 million urban dwellers)

70 million

additional people 

50% of ASEAN’s 

urban growth in cities 

below 1 million people 

by 2030

(Source: UN Population Division, 2018 revision)

Context of urbanisation in ASEAN

50% urban in 2020

56% urban in 2030

The region experienced a 2.2% average 

urban growth rate from 2015-2020
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Economic dependence on 

dense Commercial & 

Public Infrastructure 

development

Public Health/Crisis 

Management is a 

“Vertical/Government” 

agenda

Grow local ecosystem & 

opportunities to attract 

best talent

Digital Transformation is 

an investment with 

unproven ROI

The Old Normal

Focus on Digital 

Infrastructure and Open 

Public Spaces

“Whole of Society” 

approach to Public Health 

and Next Gen crisis 

management

Improve Quality of Life 

Metrics to retain talent

Digital Transformation is 

a key socio-economic 

growth driver

The Next Normal

“Everything from Home”

Need for integrated response

“Work from Anywhere”

Need for efficiency, growth 

and resilience

Source: Modified from World Economic Forum

The Next Normal has accelerated some paradigm shifts in the city landscape
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ASEAN’s approach to smart and sustainable urbanisation

Multi-level 

strategy

Strategic 

frameworks

Strengthening 

regional 

coordination

Building 

partnerships

Multi-challenge 

approach
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City Technical Proposals

ASEAN and UN-Habitat provided technical support to eight pilot cities across ASEAN to 

deliver City Technical Proposals on an actionable project within the ASUS framework.

Accelerating the Implementation of the ASUS Project (support from 

Government of Australia and technical advisory services from UN-Habitat)

ASEAN Sustainable Urbanisation Forum (6-8 October 2021)

ASUF served as a platform to promote connectivity, knowledge sharing, and learning 

opportunities on sustainable urbanisation and the thematic areas of ASUS for ASEAN 

Member States, ASEAN cities, and ASEAN people. Over 1,400 registered participants. 

More info on the Forum: https://connectivity.asean.org/asuf/ and download the ASUF 

Report. 

ASEAN Sustainable Urbanisation Report

Building upon the ASUS framework and other project outputs, the Report will drive 

further uptake and practical application of the ASUS, particularly within secondary 

and intermediate cities.

https://connectivity.asean.org/asuf/
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ASEAN’s Support for Cities under the ASUS through City Technical Proposals
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ASEAN Sustainable Urbanisation Report

The latest output of ASEAN collaboration with the UN-Habitat. Launched on

2 December 2022 in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Report’s Objectives:

• Drive knowledge of and uptake of the ASUS framework.

• Provide an appraisal on sustainable urbanisation trends within the

ASUS framework, particularly within secondary and intermediate cities.

• Increase the practical application of ASUS, with a focus on secondary

and intermediate cities.

• Elaborate upon a stronger alignment between the ASUS Framework

and global frameworks, including the SDGs and New Urban Agenda.

Report’s Key Narratives:

• Middleweight cities are growing fast in ASEAN and have a key role to

play in balancing regional urbanisation and meeting global frameworks.

• Middleweight cities face challenges in resourcing, financing, capacity,

building partnerships and connectivity, but are also an opportunity to

realise sustainable urbanisation.

• Synergy between the ASUS, SDGs and the New Urban Agenda can

serve to strengthen mobilisation for sustainable urban development

across ASEAN.

• ASUS enablers and thematic areas have an inter-linked and cross-

cutting role in delivering sustainable urbanisation.
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ASEAN Smart Cities Network (ASCN)

~77
SCAPs*

PROJECTS

26
CITIES

(*) The ASCN Cities have developed their respective Smart City Action Plans (SCAPs) which consist of 

the respective cities’ vision, focus areas, strategic targets, and priority projects.

2020

▪ ASCN Monitoring & Evaluation Framework

▪ Guidelines for ASCN Engagement with 

External Partners

2018 2019

▪ Efforts to promote greater awareness 

and reach to the international audience

▪ ASCN Terms of Reference 

Development and commencement of 

projects on:

▪ ASCN Online Portal

▪ ASEAN Smart City Investment Toolkit

ASCN 

Deliverables

▪ ASEAN Smart Cities Framework

▪ ASCN Smart City Action Plans

▪ List of Initial Project Partnerships

‘Civic & Social’
‘Tourism’, ‘Public & Municipal Services’, ‘Governance’, ‘Culture & Heritage’

‘Health & Well-being’
‘Healthcare’, ‘Housing & Home’, ‘Education’

‘Safety & Security’
‘Resource Security’, ‘Public Safety, City Surveillance, & Crime Prevention’

‘Quality Environment’
‘Clean Environment’, ‘Resources Access & Management’, ‘Urban Resilience’

‘Built Infrastructure’
‘Mobility & Transportation’, ‘Utilities’

‘Industry & Innovation’
‘Business & Entrepreneurship’

29%

6%

13%

22%

25%

5%

20222021

Available for download here.

https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/ASCN-Consolidated-SCAPs.pdf
https://asean.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/10/2022-ASCN-ME-Report-Final_21Sep2022-for-public.pdf
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ASEAN Smart City Planning Guidebook

The Guidebook aims to address the 

following common questions:
What is smart city?

How to develop smart cities efficiently?

Where should I start, for smart city 

development?

The Guidebook captures examples 

both from ASCN members and 

Japanese cities in developing and 

implementing smart city. It suggests 

Principles,  Guidelines, Steps, and 

Enablers for smart city development.
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ASEAN Smart City Planning Guidebook (cont’d)

The Guidebook aims to address the 

following common questions:
What is smart city?

How to develop smart cities efficiently?

Where should I start, for smart city 

development?

The Guidebook captures examples 

both from ASCN members and 

Japanese cities in developing and 

implementing smart city. It suggests 

Principles,  Guidelines, Steps, and 

Enablers for smart city development.
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Concluding thoughts

Dynamic urban 

governance

Integrated master 

planning and 

development

Digital 

infrastructure 

and applications

Partnership 

and funding

- Pursuing a more integrated and inclusive approach to smart 

and sustainable urbanisation will be critical.

- The is a need to focus on the development of a more 

sustainable, mutually beneficial urban-rural continuum, 

embrace participatory approaches to urban planning, and 

make planning strategies forward looking.

- Forging partnerships and mobilise funding to strengthen 

capacity, improve city / municipal income, expand affordable 

finance options.

- It is essential to address the growing “digital divide” in cities, 

ensure smart city programmes are meaningfully aligned with 

social realities on the ground.



Connecting Today                  

Connected Tomorrow   

For more information: please visit

connectivity.asean.org  

https://connectivity.asean.org/

